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H;. New Ught Upo Oreet Hlatory.

H& Tn a large ootavo volume of some 450 pages,

M Whleh lias boon published by the Putnam.
r & th n English axchssologlst Mr.

mWW Pxncr GAnDNin. has collected and Interpreted
B,J' Mio historical rosutta of rocent excavations In
WWvl Greece and Aala Minor. Br the title of hla

? book. .& Chapter in Greek Jlittotv. ho
BJt"', means, of course, the chapters which havo

KT. been opened to us at Mvcontu. at Olympla.
.BjrJp' " "16 ,l1" of nittarllk. In Cyprus, and In tho
BSi other sconss of rocent rosearchoe What ho

' Kf purposes to describe is. In a word, the contrl- -

lR' buttons of tho spade to hlstorr. It Is. how- -

P over, not a tochnlcal but a popular expos!- -

Hi , tlon. Mr. Gardner Is not writing for his follow

,HJ i archaeologists, but for tho ordinary educatod
,jHI reader lor those who nro acquainted with
MM'f,. tho hlstorr. or the art. otOrooce and who wish
IH"'' to fill up imps In their knowledge, or to learn

fHi in what dlreotlons excavation Is Increasing
j?Htt our acquaintance with ancient Hellas.

H Mr. Gardner begins his series of essays by
' H reminding usof the broad distinction between

, Hi objective hlstorr on the ono hand and
v:'H Ideal hlstorr oit the otlior. Objective hlstorr
'Hi rocounts what aotuallr occurred, while Ideal

S'M hlstorr clvostao version of a fact which tho
fHlj writer himself believes, or desires his road- -

& Hi c" tn be"ovr If we except Thuardldos,
W and possibly HoreoVnus and Polrbtus, all tho

,X?H: historians of classical times were producers ot
ra'Bll ideal hlstorr. Wo dan onlr elicit the objne- -
KAbIJ , tlvo truth from their versions br bringing tho
sVlli latter into contact with four kinds of touch- -

W'Kli stones, viz., geographical facta. Inscriptions.
HEI'3 works of art, upd coins. Nor nro theso tests
Wfc III eanallr unerrlig. Inscriptions, for example,
Jfff hl$ are 'BPly statements which it was the intor- -

TO B est of a given locality at a glvon tlmo to
W 3 tnvo oe,lvod. ' Indeed, nn inscription
' 8 records a law, or the yonr In which two

Jrtj;' given men hold the ofllce of Consul,
; R there Is no roason to doubt it If, on the

$ I other hand, tho Inscription rcclsters a
& ' victory ovor a forolcn enomr.lt is not noces- -
Mm sarlly trustworthy Wo are not. howovor. to
KlIE ' assuuio that because Greek and Itoman hls- -
Vv i torles belong for tho most part to tho Ideal

( ft category. thr should thereforo bn noglccted.
M On the contrary. It has often hapoenod that
ifH beliefs as to what took pluco. though not cor- -
I'jHJ , responding to tln facts, yot exercised croator
y JHJ political and social influunco than the facts
iJHJ them.' elves. Tnko. for. instanoo, tho story of
jH tho war against Troy. Wo do not know
,HJ whuthurtlio tradition was based upon fnot or
BB not. nor would tho decision of this point bo of
pB' preat Iruportnuco In relation to subsoquont

' jHJ Greek hlstorr. Tho contomporarlos of
;HJ Mlltlodcs and of Aloxandor believed tho Trojan
!HJ war to be an historical fact, and that belief
.H exorcloed an enormous effect on their pollt- -

HJ ical and military actions. Ho. if not itsolf a
Hj fact, tho Troian war became tho cause of In- -

I Wm numcruljln facts.
Exnmlnlng too several tests applicable to

history. Jlr. (ianlnor points out that the ceo- -
grai'lilcal Is tho most objective The facts on

IUH which this Is based dopond not at all upon
mau and his fancloe. but on tho laws of phys- -

ics and chemistry. It mar turn out that goo- -
, graphical fact is totally, at varlanco with all

BJ tho accounts of an event which have como
B down to ua. In such a case ideal history can- -

B not be transformed into objective history.
J Hut far mora frequenfjy tho facts of geography

jfl will establish ono venilon and discredit the
U conflicting version of an event. A striking ex--
M ample is presented In the criticism made by
H IYof. Ooodwin of Harvard College on the ao- -

l III count of the battle of Salamls, whioh has gen- -
J erilly passed ourrent and is adopted br

r till Groto. Busolt, and other authorities. Thlsao- -

jHJ count, based professedlr upon the text of
ill Herodotus, assumes that on the night before

jUI the battle the Persian fleot. which had been
ini stationed in the neighborhood of Athens,

i J moved right along the shore of Attica to
lj Eleusls so as to block the Greek fleet

Jlj into the opposite harbor of Balamls;
I II I and Uiat with morning It advanced In
jj; I long lino from the shore of Attica against tho

jj, Greek fleet to destroy It After a personal in- -
lj'fl apection of tho locality. Prof. Ooodwin has de--

' HI ' dared that tho aecount cannot be reconolled
jljijl with tho geographical facta of the strait He
I accordingly adopts the alternative view, which
I Bill trio configuration of the district permits.
I I Jill namely, that tho Persians blockaded the west--J
llllj era end of the straits toward Megara br send-'j- j

lng a squadron around the south coast of the
llj II island ol Salamls. Having, as he believes, es-lj- lj

tatillshed the objective fact, he undertakes to
l II show that the language of Dlodorus and of

t Jlj!. schylus, and evon that of Herodotus, mar
I If jr be reconolled with his own view.

I III I XI
I Hi We have said that the testlmonrot Insorlp- -
I n I tlonsmustbe judged brthe same canons as
I I any othor writton testimony, and It can in
I Hi some cases only help us to recover Ideal, not
I !l r objoctlve. history. If, however, an Inscription
I n i contains a law or deoreo of any kind. It is an
I Ml objootlve fact that tho law or docroo waB
I Jjlll pas?od and recorded by authority. The Im- -

I h ' ,' portance of the cuneiform Inscriptions has
i yill boen brought homo to us In connection with
n tho question of the credibility of Herodotus,

i' HI ' Kot many roars ago scholars woro divided ou
l. the question whothor tho testimony of Horod- -

otusor thatof Cteslas was preferable in re- -

J card to the anclont history of the East. The
j means of verification offered brthe eunoiform
!jil tablets havo onablod us todetermlno for all
: l time that Cteslas was the impostor and Herod- -
I U' otus tho true witness. If the valuo of Orook
1 1 , inscriptions hus seemed loss demonstrable,
j H I tills is bocuuso It is seldom possible to place
I U opposlto a page of Tlmcydldos or Horodotus
j ft the text of n Groek insoriptlon disproving
I f or confirming the writer's statement This
J y, can soinetimos bo done, however; for ex-- !

nmrle, Groto rejected on the ground of
II' thn sllonco of Thuordldes the assortlon

of some anclont authorities that tho trib- -
W ute exactod by the Athenians from their
ID' alllos was doubled toward tho oud of tho
II I'oloponnoslnn war. nor could the question
!l '

H

huvo boon settled but for the testimony of an
inscription published by KOhlor. which prevos

I boyond question that such a doubling of tho
flj , tribute did occur. Tho now fact tells against
Hi' Orote's view of the charactor of tbo Athenian
IH Govornment The corrections of historical

J? statements, however, due to inscriptions are
BJ'' but a small part of their use and importanoo.
11 .' They open fields untraversed by the anclontl ' historians. They show us what wore the rola--

", tions between city and city, what laws wero
B passed to govern the oonduct of the cltlr.ons,
B , what docroos in honor of bonofactors. They
ft ' reveal to us a hundred Units of nikuncrs and
ft T feeling, religious obsorvancos. and customs of

HH dally life. The ancient historians give full do- -
BttS j scrlpllons of tho mannors and customs of tho
Km ' barbuious nations outsldo Groeoe, but theyI ; naturally assume a knowledge of Grcok mau- -

uBfek. norsln tholr readors. a knowledge of courso
Bf existing ut tho time, but now barely to bo
V gained br tho most laborious application to

BaBJ literature, art. and inscriptions. The facta
Jn thus acquired throw a strong light on the

H? background of history, wherobywe mayob- -

B? fcerve with far greater acouraoy and muoh
HI cloarer comprehension the progress of events
Jl - in the foreground. With inscriptions proper
Jll are naturally classod such pictured or

BbM sculptured delineations as profess to give
BfBQ a oontemporarr representation of evonts
Wjj in snclent history. Thus the literary

' I "Tm' A accounts of the battloof Hastings are tested
! nil bycomparlng thorn with tho Uayoux tapestry,

1 1 f auJ "l0 'Itorary history of the conquest of
' j Dacla by Trajen should bo compared with

' tbe torr KU'Pturod in rellof upon tho column

'n0 which waa st up to corumemorato theoon- -

'IS " queit.

MQ; The third test which can be brought to bear
Til k on Dletor' t,iat ' works of art. can only be

Kill applied by specialists, and even by them with
Bl(j Breat oautlon. But it the facts which
BWJj we learn about man from a. piece of

BVu pottery or a tool or weapon are vague
Bn and general and do not extend to po--

Bit Utieol detail, they are nevertheless lrapor,

ftflu
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tant in their way. For an Instance of their ap-
plication. Mr. Gardner goes back to an inter-
esting statement of Thueydldes In his first
book. Ilestys that when In his own time tho
Athenians at Delos proooeded to purity tho
island by removing tho dead bodies buried
thorc, tho majority of these corpses appeared
to bo of Carlan nationality, to judgo from the
oharnclerof tho arms burlod with them and
tho fashion of their Interment More than one
serlos of excavations has been undertaken In
Delos during tho last fow years. In order to as-
certain more oxactly tho meaning of Thueydl-
des in this passngc, and to dlscovor just what
kind of value Is to bo attached to his observa-
tions. Thon, again, tho excavations on the
Athenian Acropolis, of which ad account Is
clvon In this book, sorvo to clarity and enrich
our notions of tho charactor of the rulo of
I'otsUtratusand of tho doings of the Athonlans
just nfter tho battlo of Platxa.

Tho fourth test Is that of coins, whleh are at
once works of art and Inscriptions, and which
aro rendered especially usoful to tho historian
by tho certainty of tholr date Thus It Is onlr
by numlsmatlo tostlmonr that we are able
to fix tho dates of cortaln Parthian Kings,
whoso rolgns woro srnohronous with import-
ant evonts nfliomau hlstorr. and help us to
determine tho policy of Augustus on various
occasions. An cxnmplo of tho correction or
expansion of history by numlsmntletcstlmonr
Is tho demonstration of tho existence of a
union among tho cities of Arcadia long beforo
tho establishment of tho Arcndlan League by
Enamlnondat. Of such a union thoro Is no
lltornry roeord. Yit, on turning to coin v wo
And n various and oxtenslvo sorlos bolonging
totho sixth and fifth eonturlos, tho inscription
of which, "Arkadlkon."ls sufficient to prove
that some kind of federal union. Involving at
least the use of a common coinage must have
existed in Arcadia as esrly as the tlmo
of tho Persian war. Another lnstanco mar bo
taken from Patrio In Achala. which, accord-
ing to Polrblus nnd Pausnnlas, was entire-
ly destroyed in Ii. C 140. Yot we nro told that
Marc Antony, whon ho sailed against Augus-
tus, made Patno his hoadouartors. This in-

consistency would be inoxpllcable but for the
silver coins of Tatro!, which show that oltr to
havo been commercially flourishing in tho first
century boforn tho Christian era. The most
remnrkablonddltlon, however, made by numls-
matlo evldonco to ancient history is In tho
enso of tho Grcok kingdoms In India belonging
to the second and first centuries beforo our orn.
Tho coins proo that Hellonlo civilisation in
India, although cutoff by the wedgo of Par-thln- n

conquest from Syria and Egypt, nnd
scarcolr heard of in tho West, long continued
to run Its own course. The very idea of a
Greek kingdom In India, though familiar to
tho aroha'oloclst is quite strange to most
studonts of ancient history. Yet we know
from numismatic, tosttmony and rock bouIp-turc- s,

that It was both powerful and exten-
sive and that Its consequences were

Mr. Gardner even dooms it probi
nblo that Chinese nnd Japanoso art are In no
small degrco indobted for their peculiar qual-
ities to Uellenio Influonco.

IV.
The Illuminating effect of the spade upon

literary history is exemplified by the excava-
tions at Myconm. In the text of Grote's his-
tory thore is only ono place whero Mycenm is
mcntlonod, and thoro it is spokon of as tho
soat of a mythical raco of Kings. Apparently
Grote did not know that the walls of Myeenm
nro still extant nor did it occur to him that
thero ore existing facts bearing tho impross of
tho city's history. His readors might supposo
that Mycenro no moro ndmlttod of historical
Investigation than Atlantis or Kodom. Yot
much of tho anclont history of Mycenn has
now boon resuscitated with the aid of the
spade. In the first placo Schllomann discov-
ered tho craves of ita horoes incomparably
rich in works ot early art; and since then
the Archaologlcal Society of Athons has
brought to light on the Acropolis of Myeenm
the palace of Its prehistoric rulers, from which
we learn much ot their splendor and their cus-
toms. Tho fruits of tho excavations tell also
of tho destruction of Myeenm by tho Argives.
and of the colony which they sont to dwell
within tho wall. They show that this colony was
established in the third century, B. C, and re-
mained for some centurios; and some inscrip-
tions recently unoarthed tell of a transplant-
ing of the inhabitants to Lacedrcmon byNabls.
tho tyrant ot Srarta. and of their subsequent
return to tholr own city; from the same tes-
timony we gain information about their
govornmont and tribal divisions. Those in-

scriptions prove tho inaccuracy of thren an-
cient writers, Strnbo. Dlodorus, and Pausa-nia- s,

who all assert that Myeenm was de-
stroyed by tho Arglvos aftor the Porslan
wars, and remained thenceforward an unin-
habited ruin. Somo ot these corrections ot
current historical statements may seem to
the reader Insignificant Mr. Gardner admits
that thero Is somo forco in this objection, but
ho romlnds us that in cclontlllo historical In-

quiry, as in physical scionco. It Is never possi-
ble to toll what facts may havo a wldo bearing.
It continually happens that archaeological
data, to which their discoverers attach very
little Importance, havo boon at once seized on
by historians, by the men of general vlows, as
of tho highest significance. Wo are roforrod
to Dusolt'b "Now nistoryof Grcoce" for nu-
merous examples of this phenomenon. No-

body, in truth, can say what Is a negligible
quantity in hlstorr. for sometimes the
smallest-lookin- g rock ot reality will upset a
whole cargo of received views and send them
to Umbo forever.

Thore Is another vlowpolnt from which we
aro invited to compare the tostlmonyof monu-
ments with that of ancient historians. The
works of many ot tho latter are lost, and, to
all appearances, Irrocoverablo. Practically
our stock of anclont historlos Is comploto and
has been complete for eonturlos. Notwith
standing the recent discovery ol tho treatise
on tho Constitution of Athens, attributed to
Aristotle, wo may eay that not much fresh
material Is likely to reauh us through tho

ol lost manuscripts. On the othor hand,
the number of ancient historical monuments
nccesslblo to us is increasing at such a paco
that tho greatest of Gorman scholars And the
utmost difficulty in saving thomselvos from
being overwhelmed by Its mass. Boeokh's
Corpuit ol Greek Inscriptions was compiled
only a fow decades ago; it contains
about 10,000 inscriptions. In 1870 the num-
ber ot extant inscriptions had so muoh In-

creased as to be estimated at 20.000 to 30,000.
In tho last ton years tons of thousands have
boen added to tho number, some of the great-
est valuo and of enormous length. Thus tho
proportion fcotwoen data derived from exist-
ing facts and data furnished by tho ancient
historians is not only continually shifting, but
alwnyaihlftlnc In ono direction. It is not in-
deed, to bo oxpeeled that urclucoloo-- enn tnlcn
tho s.ime place In rogard to Greek history
which It has taken with rotation to tho history
ot Egypt and Assyria. Yet It Is difficult to set
a limit to IIh constantly increasing services,
more ospoclnlly to tho history of tho times
boforo tho Porslan wars. Wo should also bear
In mind that If a lost history ot a particular era
were recoverod It would almost certainly pro-so- nt

a different version ot certain events from
that now generally received. On the othor hand,
every new archaeological faot tends not to the
raising but to the ending of controversy. For
example, every attempt at a history of Farthla
hitherto made has necessarily begun with a
discussion of the date of the Parthian revolt
agalnstthe Seleucld monarchy. This dato has
been placod by various wrltors in various yoars.
Among, howovor, tho thousands of cuneiform
documents discovered In Babylonia by George
Smith, ono camo to light which bore a double
date, a dato according both to the Boleuold era
and to the era ot Parthian autonomy. In
a moment the knot was cut and wo now know
that tho date of Parthenlan Independence was
B. C 1M0-- K Against tho tosttmony of this
clay tablet no statement of an ancient historian
could stand for an hour.

V.
Mr. Gardner says truly that there Is an Influ-

ence on the imagination exorcised brthe deal-
ing with objective tacts, Hlstorr U verlflod

brthe Intellect but It Is vivified by the Imagl
nation. It the aecount ot a battle bo read on
tho battlofleld lUelf. the Imagination will be
groatlr stimulated. The historical realltr of

the vlctorr at FlaUca impresses Itself moro

fullr on our mind as we read on the bronzo
serpent to beseen at Constantinople tho names
of tho Groek States which had a part in It. In
tho same war Hloro of Byraouse becomos a far
more real persoa, to us as wo look at tho hoi-m-

which ho dedicated at Olympla after his
vlctorr over tho Etruscans atOumas. Whon

tho oyo can soe and tho hand touch the deods
ot the nnclonts. we bellevo In tbem as woshould
never do from merolr reading Horodotus and
Thuerdldos. Now. leaving to scholars and
spoolallsts the verification of hlstorr. Mr.

Gardner has undertaken In the book bo

foro us the vlvlflcatlon of ancient nistorr.
a task which mar falrlr bo rogarded bs be-

longing totho ordlnarr student Not thattho
task Is a light one. A hlstorr which shall

and furnish wings totho
Imagination Is not to bo lightly entered upon.
Long nnd laborious is tho historical training
of tho Imagination. To read tho pages of his-

tory, to remember the sequenco of oven:snnd
tholr dates, this Is somotbing. but it is only tho
first step In tho study of history. Tho eocond
step is to go back to original documents: to
read the statements of wrltors who wero con-

temporary with the events they record: to poro
over inscriptions, treaties, letters, chartora: to
placo side by sldo the statements of authori-
ties who havo aeoeptod divorgont stories as to
cortaln ooeurronces, and from the comparison
ot them to elicit truth. The third stop Is to
fuse the collected material In the flreot imag-

ination and to remould It Into a now whole.
It is Mr. Gardner's opinion that tho ocular

Inspection of the localities In which tho ovents
to be described took plaoe Is Indispensable to
the vlvlflcatlon et hlstorr. Tho imagination
mar be roused brthe pootrrot tho ancients,
nnd interested br their prose narratlvos. but
it can nover be actually sclzod and hold
captive amid tho sconos of anolont Ute unless
it bo also approaohed through tho sonses.
Not onlr must we sympathize with tho emo-

tions of the Greeks and liomans and
share their aspirations, but wo must
also see with tholr eyes and fool with tholr
hands, stand whore they stood and sail whero
they sailed. To our author's mind It would bo
satisfactory it every student of classical
literature could otlmb the Acrocorlnthus
and look across the narrow sea at tho
gleaming temples of Athens: or could gaze
from the Aoropolls ot Athens to whera
tho highway of the JEgean is blooked by

glna. the eyesore of the Plrous; or could
traverse the Grecian arohipelago amid the
clustering islands which aesm to draw on the
mariner from one to another until ho reaches
new lands and a fresh climate: or could wan-

der on the Palatine and trace the walls ot early
Homo and observothe sites of tho first temples
of the republic, and look away thonco to tho
hills whero stood In early times the little

sholtercdthe enomles ot the baby
hood of Borne. Not only Is all this pronounced
desirable, but Mr. Gardnor Inclines to think
that no one who has not stood In Pompeii can
imagine the vast gulf which separates
anolentfrom modern manners, or understand
how far less complex was that civilization
than ours. But of sourse. the great majority
ot students cannot travol In lands of classical
antiquity. To them a substitute is offered in
tho study of archceology, which no loss than
travel acts directly on sense and Imagination,
and gives to our conceptions of anclont history
and manners a vivid roallty which they would
otherwise never attain.

We shall recur to this remarkable book, for
wo desire to point out how much excavations
have enabled Mr. Gardner to tell us about
Naucratls and the Greeks In Egypt about
Epldaurus and ancient medicine, and about
the successors of Alexander and the survival
of Greek civilization tn the far East

M. W. H,

XaMlom Characteristics.
The series ot papers contributed to the

Forlnighilv Jtetiew by the writer who has
adopted the pseudonym of E. B. Lanin has
been renubllshod by Messrs. Chapman &

Hall In , a volume entitled Russian Char-
acteristics. The author's aim Is to show that
the Russian people, however Improvident
shiftless, superstitious, and immoral thoy ap-
pear to English eyes, are yet not undeserving
ot some admiration for not having sunk still
lower undor the joint pressure ot autocracy
and orthodoxy, that Is to say, under the worst
possible political and ecclesiastical systems.
It Is also to be notod that this author's crit-
icisms ot tho existing state of Busslan
society is based on data drawn for
tho most part either from official documents
or from Busslan nowspapers, which, as we
know, are subjected to a rigorous cen-
sorship. His facts, therefore, cannot bo dis-
puted by the defenders of the Russian Govern-
ment though It mar be objected that he Is
guilty of sine of omission, and from tho mass
of authentlo materials selects those only which
will serve his purpose. It is possible, of courso,
in this way to doepon unfairly the shadows of
a picture, as if one, desiring to depict Amert- -.

can society, should confine himself to tho reo-or-

of the criminal courts. Although, how
evor. It Is well to remember that the author Is
drawing an Indictment rather than pre-
senting Impartial observations, we aro

to his book for Information nowhere
elso accessible in English. Particularly Inter-
esting on tho score of novelty Is the chaptor
on the demoralization otthe Busslan nation
and the dollneation of various distinctive Bus-
slan traits, auoh as mendacity, fatalism, im-
providence, procrastination, shlftlossness, dis-
honesty, and sexual Immorality.

I.
Aooordlng to Mr. Lanln the name Is, we re

peat a pseudonym tho Russian Government
Is deliberately resolved to reduce the oeoplo to
a condition of abject unreasoning Blnvlshness
which will permit them to bo dealt with like
cattle. That tho goil Is not vory far off is In-

dicated by tho following fact' brought forth by
one of the most lovnl and reactionary nowspa-
pers In Russia. It soems that during a review
of tho army recruits InYUna. the Gonoral In
command, turning to one of the new soldiers,
asked him: "What Is military dlsclpllno ?"" It is that a soldier has got to do just what he
is told by bis superior officer, although noth-
ing against the Czar," was the answer. " All
right then: rou take your cap, bid your com-
rades cood-b- and go drown yourself in that
lake there. Look sharp 1" Tears glistened In tho
soldier's eyes; he gazed earnestly and prnyor-full- y

at his commander, turned suddenly right
about and rushed off to the lake. Ho was on
tho very brink beforo he was overtaken and
stopped by tho sergeant sent tn prevout tho
Involuntary suicide. If the whole nation were
as ready as tills soldlerwas to dlsposoofits
soul at the book ot a hundred thousand bu-

reaucrats, then, according to Mr. Lanln, the
Ideal of tho Russian Government might bo
considered roallzed. Ho suggests 'that tho
Russian authorities might appropriately sum
up the results of their guidance from an Im-
perial point of view by tolling tho masses what
tho Prince of Orange told tho English mob at
Portsmouth; "We are hero for your good for
all your goods," and adding, as Dean Swift
afterward suggested, by way of explanation,
"for all your goods and chattels."

What are the fruits of absnluto subjection on
the ono hand and of, ruthless extortion on tho
other? Among those enumerated by tho au-
thor are physical degeneration outstripping
the rapid lowering of the standard for the army
to such an that in 1887 moro tliuu 103,-00- 0

recruits had to bo rejected as physically
unfit for military sorvloe; tho O annual
deaths, as against 1,000 births In Nisohnl Nov-
gorod; tbo doath rate varying In 'J03 Russian
cities from a minimum of 'M to a redoubtable
maximum of 171 per thousand ot the inhabi-
tants; and, finally, a provincial famine every
year without oxceptlou, aud a national famine
eight times In a century, Drunkenness, we
are told, has been deliberately encouragod by
the ruling class In Russia, not only as tending
to Increase the revenue, but as belngonoof the
most emoactouj means of governing tho pto. I

1
pie. The complete success ot this selfish
polloy Is, It seoms. writ largo In oil the de-

partments of .publlo llfo. Half the sol-dlo- rs

In n regiment llo down drunk in the
ditches while on n march against tho enemy
The cultivated artist has scarcely mado his
bow to an npproclatlvo publlowhon he drops
down helpless on tho floor, whllo the audi-
ence, learning that he Is doad drunk, humane-
ly sympathize with him and go qutetlr
home for the night The priest appears In
church to dlschnrgo his sacred function, but
can'onlr utter thlck-tongue- d mumblings In a
hoarse, drunken voice. The Judge on the
bench, tho profossor In his ohnlr, the police-
man arresting thn drunkon man, occasionally
offer Illustrations ot the depth to which the
vlco of drunkenness has eaten inlo the na-
tional constitution. Evon the Orancidantn,
tho nowsrnpor organ of tho Russian Govern-
ment has glvon vent to a regret that two-thir-

ot the Russian imperial budget should
bo drawn from tho oxclso duty on alcohol. It
declaros that tho question Is " whothor
tho Russian poople have not by this
time boon sufficiently piled with drink;
whethor tho Church and Stnto have
noi alroady imbibed poison enough in
tho gulso of Bins, crimes, every species
of lllthlnossand immorality, all categories ot
criminal horrors. In physical desonorntlon ot
tho pooplo, progroeslvo paralysis, softening
of tho brnln. lnebrlncr and ruin." To the
question incessantlraskod outside of Russia.
"Does tho Euiporor know of the condition ot
his subjects?" our author replies that " his
Majesty Is woll awaro that tho great bulk of
his subjects are rcdueod to the state of a jelly
which hclplossly tromblcs whon approached,
but possossos no Inherent power of motion a
jelly capablo ot assuming all tho shapes and
forms of tho mould In which it may bo poured.
The Czar knows that thore are practically no
limits to thclrpllablllty that thoy can be bent
twisted, collod. In all directions and into all
shapes. It would need buta word from
his Majesty and eighty millions of
his subjoots would unhesitatingly renounce
Orthodoxy for Shamanism, autocracy for re-

publicanism and trial by judges for ordeals
under judgment of God."

ii.
It Is an axiom that has come down to as from

classical times that mendacity Is aoharacterls-tl- o

vice of servitude We should not there-
fore, expect truthfulness to be conspicuous In
Russians crushed as they are said to be by re-
ligious and civil slavery. According to our
author, veracity, which has boon justly called
tho vital clement of human progress, Is pre-
cisely tho quality In which Russians are most
hopelessly deficient In this respect thor are
said to outdo llio anclont Cretans and put the
modern I'orslans to shame. Thoy are pro-
nounced constitutionally incapable ot grasp-
ing tho rotation of words to things, and they
wholly lack tho rovoronoe for facts which lies
at the root of the Anglo-Saxo- n character. A
Russian can no more bow to a faot acknowl
edging It as final and decisive than he can to
a personal appreciation or a mere opinion
founded upon Insufficient grounds. We
are assured that the most serious statesman
wiUeagorly start a discussion upon such a
topic as tho geographical position of Borneo or
Madagascar with tho same childlike expecta-
tion of seoing entirely now light thrown upon
it as it wero one of the Thirty-nin- e Articles.
The same, airy independence of facts is visible
llkoawhltothroadupona black ground tn all
departments ot Russian life publlo and pri-
vate If a poasant bo asked, for example, how
many mllos you havo to walk to tho next o

he will scan your appearance, and if you
look footsore and weary he will tell you three
or four. Lot another man. looking blithe and
sturdy, put the same question five minutes
later, and the poasant will answer fifteen.
Facta to tho Busslan aro purely subjective, and
he arranges thorn according to his taste whioh
is often capricious or according to circum-
stances which are ever changing. It seems that
"you Ho" Is o common oxpresslonin the mouth
of one gentleman to another whom he sus-
pects ot dealing arbitrarily with the facts,
whether dellberatoly or Inadvertently; and
the answor ot the corrected party
is not untroquently, M Yes, I do llo ; It is as you
say." Instoad of correcting hlmsejt by saying.
" I am mistaken." a Busslan who is relating
an Incident and has unwittingly misstated
somo trivial circumstances, will gravoly ob-
serve "lam lying to you; it was not so. it
was othorwise" The universal aversion to
plain, unvarnished truth is illustrated in an
anocdote of a n General, even more
distinguished In diplomacy than In war. " Why
do you abstain from wine. General ?" asked the
host ono day at dinner, seeing this Russian
diplomatist porsist in fllling his glass with
water. "Bocausc." interposed ono of the
guests in a loud aside. " In vino Veritas."

As to tho ourront notion that faces never lie
this, according to Mr. Lanln. is not borne out
by the study ot Busslan physiognomy. There,
he says, the most atrocious lie, tho llo that
blasts and kills, is uttered with apparent re-
luctance, with visible pity clothod in a voice
trembling with compassion a voice that
seoms to come from tho heart and to go
straight to the heart pleading as it wore for
tho wretched creature whom it dooms to ruin.
The features of tho sponkor aro open, manly,
noble: his expression is angollo; Carlo Dolce
would hnvo been proud to transfer his fact) to
canvas, nnd yet his soul Danto would havo
had a grim satisfaction in burying In the
nethermost pit of hell. Bvwayof Illustration
the author recounts how he himself was
dellboratoly fleecod by a seraphic-lookin- g

giant an admirable specimen ot the Russian
peasant ot the class of men, In fact whom

and Liberals vie with each
other in idealizing, and who are re-
garded by most educated Russians as
inarticulate Homers, obsoure Bayards, and
undeveloped Chsrlemagnes. Apart, howover.
from commercial dealings, it is ndmlttod that
a Russian Is seldom conscious of guilt whon
tolling a deliberate untruth. Mr. Lanln oven
deems It doubtful whethor In aggravated In-
stances of mlsroprosontntion for tho Bake of
gain tho Russian Is roally awaro that he is
violating any law. dlvlno or human. Ho suf-to-

from complete nmesthosla of tho moral
faculty which in moro dovoloped peoples Is
prompt to condemn lying. To a Russian words
are his own. nnd ho simply does what ho likes
with thorn, thus exercising an indefeasible
right which he freely concedes to others. Be-in- g,

howovor. superstitious and impression-abl- e
he attachos great weight to religious and

other coremonies. and tho complicated
formalities with which an oath is some-time- s

administered will now and then
del.'rmlno a man to chango a spe-
cious und elaborate llo Into a simple
stuteracnt of facts. Nevertheless, poijury is
extremely rllo In Russia, as tho quo'.ntlons
from n nuinbor of nowspapers demonstrate.
1 1mp. tho Government organ, tho (7rnccanfn,
declared: "You can cet as tnnnv wltnnRsan nn
you IILo for n meusuro of vodka; witnesses
who will go auywhero and swoar to anything
you toll them." Another journal, the Srett,
recalls that "in Looa nn admirably organized
band exists for the purpose of bearing false
witness. The chief of 'tho gang has drown up
a tariff: For evidence In a case of slander,
three roubles; Incases of violence to the per-
son, from five to fifty roubles, and so on." In
one of the Baltlo provlncej the Judge who
was a Lutheran, refusod to aot upon the testi-
mony ot two Russian wltnetsos and dismissed
tho caso. nor did he reoponlt until a fresh
witness, a Luthtran. wns produced. Wo aro
told that tho Lutheran Judgns. whothor Finn-
ish or German, havo boon taught by long

that avorago Russians, like tho
prophet Jeremlah'a people, "bond theirtongues, like their bow. for lies." and
are not allant tor the truth upon tho earth."
According to Prof, Nlkitenko, a very patriotio
Busslan, "lying Is the Idol of our society.
Russian sooioty lies evory minute of its exist-
ence, in word and In doed, consciously and un-
consciously," Mr. Lanln affirms that oxamples
ot this srstematlo unveraclty are as numerous
as the sands of the sea. He points out for
Instance, that Turghepelff sold one ot his
novels la inanusertpttbiec times otic First, to

the Oontemporeru. a KoseJan monthly maga-
zine, next to the Memoirs of a
rival review, nnd then to the Contemporary
again, each step of this triple transaction
being attended with an elaborate lie Another
hatlt of TurghenelfTs was to Invito friends to
dinner and bo absent when thor came not of
sot purpose, but because of the little value
he put on his pledged word, and tho
vory faint Impression it made upon hla
mind. Our author, however, does not
donr to Turghenloff an excellent dis-
position and noblo aspirations, llo admit?,
Jndeod. that the novollst was. from altusslan
point ot viow. a highly moral ban, but as his
unveraclty Is equally undeniable ho would
seem to confirm Pascal's thesis that morality
ehancos not only Its aspects but Its constitu-
tion with tho climate in which It is cultlvatod.
Acoordlng to Lanln, no man. whatever his
calling, whatovor his religious, political, or
social convictions, oan at present llvo and
prosper in Russia without constantly paying a
hoavy trlbuto to tho fathor of ties. The habit
of Is not conflnod to any one por-
tion ot tho empire, or any particular olars of
the population; It Is universal.
tho rosultot tendencies Inborn In every Indi-
vidual. If moral eensure of tho habit attaches
to any one. the author of this book would

tho Church In tho
past and to tho press of very reoent years.
Ho orofessos to hold the massoa wholly blame-
less. Always a highly gifted, poetical people
thoy still cultlvato in this matter-of-fa- con-tur- y

tho mythopecto faculty which croatod
Immortal epics to dollght more nrtlstto gen-
erations. Tho oxorclso ot this faoulty wo now
term tying, but to Russians it has evor been as
natural as singing. It is as old and as

as tho universe " Lying began with
tho world." eays one of the Busslan provorbs,
"and with the world It will die." What energy,
lucidity, and eloquence are to the speech ot
Englishmen, falsehood Is to the speech of Rus-
sians, "Rye beautifies tho fields." says an-
other Musoovite proverb. " and a lie beautifies
speech." And again: "A palatable He Is bet-
ter than a blttor truth." That unblush-
ing falsehood Is tho only ooln that
passes current in Russia Is demon-
strated, indeed, br scoros of proverbs that
oonstltute the largor part of the spoken
language of the uneducated. Thus. "Do not
mourn for truth : make terms with falsehood."
Or. "It Is br falsehood that men live, nnd It is
not meet that we should die" Aooordlng to
another proverb. "Lying Is not like obowing
dough; It will not choke you." Once more
"Truth Is saarod. but we mortals are slnruL"
Thore Is an explanatory variant "Sacred
truth Is goo 1. but not for mortals." What It Is
good for Is mode clear in another saying.
"Truth Is not fit to be put Into action: It
should be put in an icon case and prayed to."

The whole matter is summed up In the story
of an Englishman who came to St Petersburg
on the Invitation ot Czar Nicholas for the pur-
pose ot beoomlng acquainted with Gogol's
famous novel, "Doad Souls," which was not
at that time translated. A olever nobleman
who spoke English thoroughly was appointed
to visit the Englishman dally and translate
the book br installments. At his farowell audi-
ence the Englishman was asked br the Czar
how he liked the novel. After a moment's
reflection he exolalmod. with an air ot
profound conviction bordering on en-
thusiasm. "The Russians are uncon-
querable." " Unconquerable r queried the
Czar, perplexed by the strange reply, "I
don't quite see the oonnectlon between the
two ideas." " Well, your Majesty, no other
people on the face ot the earth could have pro-
duced such a consummate cheat And the
people who gave him birth are and must be
unconquerable No other nation can come
near them."

III.
In a chapter on sexual morality the author

ot this book joins Issue with those Russians
who contend that in the " Ereutzer Sonata"
Count Tolstoi was unjust to bis fellow coun-
trymen. It has been said that Tolstoi trans-
formed Into types exceptional Instances ot
sexual barbarity, and founded a theory of
mankind on a few of its most vlolotts repre-
sentatives. Lanln. as we have said, does not
consider this orltlolsm justified. With Tol-
stoi's conclusions. Indeed, he has nothing to
do. but he doos not hesitate to affirm the ab-
solute accuracy of the novelist's premises.
He avers that the state of things in Russia,
from the viewpoint of sexual morality, might
be expressed In the summary sentenae pro-
nounced upon the social condition of Gaul
underthe Merovingians: "It would be difficult
to And anywhere more vice or less vlrtuo."
According to Lanln, sexual Immorality Is in
Bussla one of the ordinary incidents of an

life, like the measles. There Is
nothing phenomenal about it; it Is not the
outcome of the same psychological proc-
ess; It Is not accompanied by the same
misgivings, or suoceeded by the same
tricks of remorse, or socially punished with
the same obloquy and ostracism as else-who- re

Thero Is, tn Ane. no consciousness on
the part of the actors that they are breaking
through religious restraints or moral law
The Bpeolflo difference, indeed, between Rus-
sia and other countries consists in the uni-
versality ot sexual dereliction. The phenom-
enon is confined to no age restricted to no
olass, typical ot no profession. It is as national
as the language or the music, and character-
izes the peasant and tho merchant to the full
as completely as the members of the aris-
tocracy. The training ot the educated classes
Is In truth as little conduolve as that of the
poor to the formations of conceptions of duty
and the practices of discipline nd y,

which alone render possible a high
standard ot sexual morality. The Grasch-dani- n,

which, as we have said. Is a Govern-
ment organ, affirms that the families in which
the children are morally and irromedlablr
wrecked by the criminal conduct of tho
paronts are to be counted by hundreds ot
thousands. Worse even than the home In-

fluences are thoso ot tho school, some ox-
amples of which glvon by Lanln cannot bo
quotod. Thn precocity ot tho Russian chil-
dren in vice Is astounding. Thus wo are told
that criminal liaisons are often contracted be-

tween school ohlidron In Russia at an ago
whon Gorman boys and girls are still Arm

In the nursery legend touching the
perpetuation of the raoe. and whon English
youths and maidens are too much absorbed by
marbles, tops, dolls, and hoops to need any
theories, mythical or physiological on the sub-joc- t.

Nobody Is surprised. It soems, in Russia
at tho trial of a sohoolboy of 10 for cleaving
another child's skull ovor a love affair.

As to the uppor classos. the "good
society" ot Russia. Lanln would have us judgo
It not br any of the received standards of
morality, but by tho maxims of La Roche-
foucauld and thoapothogmsot Arsono lions-say-

He avors that in no othor country aro
the conversations and tho Interests and tho
aims of the mon nnd women of gontle blood
with g titles, largo fortunes, and
little brains so utterly frivolous, shallow, and
soulloss. French society, undor tho Rogoncr,
with all Its oynlcisms and blots and foulnoss,
possessed certain redoemlng traits whioh aro
lacking In that of St Petersburg Even
the court which has the excellent example of
the Czar and Ozarlna before Its eres, would
compare unfavorably with the least res peota-bl- e

court ot modern times. The heroines of
Tolstoi, TurghenlefT. Dostoloffsky, and Os!
troffsky's writings, narrative and dramatlo
Anna Earcnina, Holon, Irene, Natasha, Kat- -
onna, are mo typos most frequently
encountered. In England such women
might bo pitied, and would oertatnly bo
ostracized; In Russia thoy aro appreciated,
glorified, and Imitated. Thq author ot this
book does not deny that thoro are women In
Mosoow and St Petersburg, women whom
Cornelia nnd Lueretla would havo benn glad to
call their friends. Compared, howover, with
their less Immaculate slstore they aro but as
dust In tho balance. Tho great lady of St
Petersburg is usually not one of their order.
She Is commonly followed by a crowd of ad-
mirers, whose numbor is never limited by
uw.u or tradition, and seldom br fastidious- -

nws. Toung officers of the Cavalry Guards.
pages ot the Imperial court, and other

In attractive uniforms, are kept tor
years In Inglorious servitude br these Slavonic
Omphalos. Tho frankness, theabsence of dis-
guise or concealment Is auoh as to make tho
onlookor doubt his own principles of right
conduct Every one knows, for Instance, and
no ono Is In any degrco scandalized by the
knowledge, that Countess X or Princess
Z, who Is marriod and blossed with al-

most as many children as Hocuba, is
-- adored by Ave or six young scions of noblo
families, and two or throo old Generate or
former Ministers, with oco foot in tho grave
and one hand In tho Troasury, who have no
faith In ptatonlo lovo, all claiming a place In
herafToctlons and each having his claim

the husband looking philosophically on.
mindful ot society's precept Go thou and do
llbowlse" Aooordlng to Lanln those acts are
performed with such unrefloctlng impulstvo-ncs- s

and unconscious impropriety that thoy
can hardly bn lookod ur.on as crlmos orelns.
For sin, according to Jeremy Taylor, first
startles a man ; but It would take some extra-
ordinary and ns ret unlnvontod sin to startle a
mnn In Russia,

IV.
It Is worse of course when soxual delin-

quencies are made the means to an ond, and
yet we are told that the promotion of a Rus-
sian official Is much more frequently the out-com- o

ot his wife's coraplalsnnoe than the
reward of merit Our author cites a number
ot examples among his porsonal acquaint-
ances. The promotion ot one friend of his
was the goal for whioh his young, handsome
and wife had boon eagerly
striving for two years, constantly consorting
with two profligate officials through whom the
nomination was at last made Another noto-iiU-

caso Is that ot a high official whoso wife
llvon openly with a Cabinet Minister, her hus-
band's protector. From this coign of van-
tage sho has watched for yoars ovor her hus-
band's material lntorosts to considerable
purpose Then, again. Lanln was acquainted,
ho tolls us, with a cortaln noble. M. G.. who. hav-
ing oonvtnoed himself that a certain married
lady was essential to hla happiness, had little
difficulty In persuading hor husband to cede
her to him. as Cato cedod his wife to his friend
Hortenslue The yearly payment of 1,200
roubles In advance constituted the business
part of the transaction, and the arrange-
ment lasted without interruption down to
G.'s sudden death, when the beautiful
woman returned to the arms of her hus-
band. What struck Lanln as the strangest
feature of this drama was the circum-
stance established, he tells us. boyond
reasonable doubt that this married oouple
loved, or rather liked, each other with all the
ardor of which their imperfeot natures were
capable On a similar case the Russian news-tjap- er

A'orojff comments as follows: "Do they
love each other, this husband and wife? Yos.
they love and esteem each other as far as such
sentiment can take a bold upon people who
are tree from the fetters of religion, tho rules
of honor, and similar prejudices. At all

vents, they tenaciously cling to each
other and stand back to back till the
end. For the sake, however, of attaining their
common objeots it happens that both husband
and wife are guilty of conjugal Infidelity; this
guilt they Incur without a moment's hesita-
tion, but with suoh oool calculation, such well-pois- ed

sagacity, as dispol all fears as to the
toughness ot their matrimonial alliance; the
task performed he will return to her and she
will hasten back to him; and foreseeing this
they both feel quite easy in mind." A case in
point is mentioned by Lanln, that ot a lady
whom he met In the salon of a grands dame.
This lady was allowed by her husband, who Is
described as a most honest and benevolent
gentleman, woll known In offlalal spheres, to
spend a twelvemonth abroad with hor lover In
the house and at the expense of the latter. If
coldnese indifference or positive dislike bad
killed this gentleman's marital affection his
conduot would be Intelligible without ceasing
to be inexcusable But our author can testify
ot.hls own knowledge that the husband idol-
ized his wife and that she In her own way
was fond of htm. so that the mystery is lnsol-Tab- le

Equally inexplicable Is another story,
that ot a lady who, meeting a gallant three
weeks after her marriage and three year
after his, separated from her yonng husband
as speodllr and as resolutely as If In obedienoe
to a religious vocation, and spent two years
in the house of her eloctlve affinity, after
whioh she returned to her husband, with
whom she is at this moment living happily,
esteemed by a large circle of friends. Our
author recognizes that the feeling exempll-flo- d

In such anecdotes doos not dosorve a vory
lofty appellation. He sees that whethor love
Is the word to describe the rather short-live- d

affection, holy or unholy, of tbe impulsive
Russian, depends entirely on the definition
one accepts of this passion. His own bollef Is
that in tho extreme north ol Europe love is
ottonera sentiment than a passion, and more
frequently an appetlto than a sentiment This
is equivalent to an admission that where love
is a strong passion such divagations as he re-
counts are Impossible.

The oommon people differ in no material re-

spect from their betters as regards sexual
morality. "It would bo difficult" writes a
parish priest to the Qraschdanin. "for Rus-
sians to beoome more Immoral than thoy ac-

tually are." " Such Is the coarseness of man-
ners." says a contributor to the Northern r.

"that frightful typesot mon are coming
Into being; men whose pressnee In a civilized
community cannot possibly be tolorated."
How women ore regarded in the middle and
lower classes may be tnterrod from the popular
proverbs. According to one ot these, "A hen
Is not a bird, nor Is a woman a human being."
Another avers that "He Is not drunk who
drinks not wine, nor Is he happr who beats
not his wife." A third advises. "Beat your
wlfo with tho butt end ot your axe: bend down
over her nnd smell hor, and It sho llvos and
Imposes upon you It's a sign that sho wants
moro." Ono need hnvo no auprchonslon ns to
her power of onduraneo. for "A wlfo is not a

you cannot crush hor," And shoovident-- y

neods to bo romlndcd of her duty, for "A
girl's memory and hor sense of shame last
only tn tho threshold of tho door."" Woman." cavs a rollclous manuscript
of tho Rasskolniks. who have preserved
unchanged tho vlows and manners of tho
sixteenth century. "Is tho weakost crea-
ture tho roceptacle ot all woes, the red
hot coal of dissension, a baneful toy, tho
onemy of thonngols, an insatiable animal, nn
abyss of credulity, n bunch of obstinacy, vani-
ty of vanitlos, an attraction In the distance, a
devil ut home nn angel In tho street, a magpie
at tnogato, u she-go- In tho garden," How.
IndoedTcan ono expect a young girl's sonse of
shame to last boyond tho threshold of the
door, when we learn that in districts of Rus-
sia, moro oxtenso than the United Kingdom,
It IsciiBtomiiry for muri'lodinon and women,
young men nnd girls, and Willdren of both
sexes to lakn their mpm und water baths nil
togothorl Then, ntmln. with what sacra-
mental forms or pIouh bdllefx ran tho sanctity
of the.famlly bo nudged round In n country
whero wo aro now speaking of tho Mouilk
or peasant polyandry nourishes; not tho
polyandry of Thibet, but thn most loath-
some foim which this custom l capa-
ble of iifibuming. u form subversive
ot nil rospeel for tho most sacred
tlasof nature. In Thibet tho joint husbands
are generally brothers; in llussla they are fro- -

auently fathor nnd boii. This practice,
country districts, nnd of course by

no means unlvorsal even there, is yet wide-
spread enough to have received a technloal
narao and to be rogarded as u permanent in-
stitution. Scarcely less demoralizing Is the
custom prevalent in Southern Russia of allow-
ing two young people who feel attracted to-
ward paoli other to sleoti together during theperiod of courtship. The extent. In fine, to
wliin.1 profllgnoy has eaten Into Muscovite

bn Inferred from tho to tlmonv nf
Jlussiiih patriots who nro far morn strongly
tempted to whitewash than tn besmirch theircountrymen. " Wo may lmsltholy nfllim."says M, Nnklludofr. "that If tho law worn to

debauchery, coiicul I mine, nnd
Jiiinuh boys would huvo to ofllclatn iib

for all the rest would bo prlsnners."
Wo had Intended to dwell at Homo lonclh on

tho facts collected In n chapter on jirlons
Thore wn learn of tho maltreatment fnfllctodupon tho occupant of ltusvlan prisons. In-
cluding not only convicted persons hut tlioso
who nrn detainer! ponding a trial nt whleh
(her may bo Tim rlatn on this sub-jo-

would be I icredlblo If thoy were not from
Russian offli-lii- l nowspapers For Information
on this point howoter.und forwhat theniithor
has to say about the commercial Imnnsty.
shlftJessness. and improvidence of Ilutslans
w must refer tho reader to bis book.
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Oar Ols Backer Mclatca What hla Winaaa Woally aVIeaa' Hals Abeat a Mtaaare
of Value stmt Itavr le Drive m Wcsg.

Nw HAVKjf. May 1G.-- My last Utter con-
tained tome aecount of my search for a satis-
factory definition ot value ot my failure to
And It and of my third Interview with the sil-
ver man. It abruptly ended because I got
tired just after relating that the silver man
said "an authority" on finance, or any other
subject was a person whostatod the dominant
public opinion, and therefore In reality, was a
sort of thermometer whioh registered what
the public already bellevod. no matter whether
that belief were true or false

After the silver man had given his ideas ot
"an authority." I said nothing for some tlmn.
Ills cruel words had shaken my nerves. All
my long llfo I had supposed that the " authori-
ties." on ovory subjoct were always right
But now this heartless man had stated, with
great cloarness, thattho passage of time was
steadily shedding new light on old subjects,
thereby revealing the fact that the world's
"authorities" constantly neoded repairs and
alterations; that they were llko a four-blade- d

jack knife whioh wanted a now blade and a
new handle so frequently that every vestige
otthe original knife Anally disappeared.

Howover. It occurred to me that, as no man
Is so busy as to laok ample time for meditat-
ing npon unpleasant things. I had best poos
over the "authority "topic for the present Bo
I romlnded the sllvor man that I had called to
havo him expound the subject ot value To
this he replied: "Your desire for Information
is laudable. Inqulsltlreness Is the sprint ot
all knowledge But It Is often ot great advan-
tage to drive slowly and keep tn the middle of
tho road.

"My father's farm was fenced chleSrwith
rails, and he taught me how to split them. Hla
first precept was: 'Always put your wedge 1

whore it will split the log. and never try t
drive tt In butt-en- d foremost' This I hare
always remembered, beoause It applies to a
great many other things besides splitting logs.
It I talked with rou now about the essence ol
value, I should be trying to drive a wedge butt-en- d

first and would fail to be understood. As
you have stated that money was a measure
of value suppose we first discuss that and
then. If the log begins to split we oan pass on
to a consideration of what value Itself le"

To this I replied that Inasmuch as I knew
that a dollar was a measure ot value, just as a
yardstiok Is a measure of length, I did not sea
any use in wasting time on that

Whereupon he laughed and said: " It Is vsry
tunny, but nevertheless a fact that mankind
are generally averse to talking about the
things upon which they laok Information the
most Now. in this oaso, you think you know
ail about a dollar being a measure ot Talus,
when. In faot rou have never really thought
about It A dollar is not a measure.of value
In the sense rou Imagine It Is. Men oan make)
tools which will accurately measure the
length, the size and the weight of different
things ; but an instrument that will accurately
measure value no workshop has ever pro-
duced. We can give a fifteen-year-ol- d boy
quart cup and send him out to get a quart ot
milk, because the measure determines the
amount of a given thing. But no one In hla
senses would give such a boy fifteen twenty
dollar gold oolns and say: 'I want a horse
worth three hundred dollars. Now. these
coins are accurate measures ot value Take
them to the horse market and measure the
value of horsee When rou 2nd one whioh la
worth just as muoh as the oolns, bur it and
bring It home' It requires knowledge and I
judgment about horses to measure the Tola I
ot horses." ft

" Yes." I said. " it Is. true that a fifteen-year- - I
old boy oould not be trusted with gold oolns I
to buy horsee simply because he has not ft
learned how to use these measures ot value" I

"Well." said tbe silver man. "you have I
learned how to nse these measures ot Talus. I
hare yon not ?" ft

Certainly." I replied, "an eld banker ought 1
to be familiar with their use." IThereupon. my opponent soldi "The boy Ioould take a halt-bush- el measure and mea- - Hurea lot of grain, simply beoausehe would Bthen be using a measure In every sense otthe Hword. Now. supposs yon had decided to enter mthe transportation business and wanted to Bbur a steamboat worth $40,000. would yoa Btake a bag containing two thousand
twenty-doll- ar gold pieces and go along M
the wharves measuring' the value olsteamboats ? Certainly you would not dosuch a foolish thing as that: yoa wouldemploy a person with knowledge of steam- -
boats and would tell him to use his bestJudgment and oompare one boat with another. ftbofore you made a purchase. If gold coin ft'measured values' accurately, as you say ftthey do. thon possession of those coins would ftenable one man to estimate values as well ftas another: just as one man can take a ten-- ft
foot pole and measure off a hundred feet as ft
well as anothor man can. But such is not the ft
fact A correct judgment In regard to values ft
is only possible to a person who has Intelli-
gence regarding the thing to be appraised and
isablo to properly compare one thing with
anothor. Hence, as a matter of dally occur-
rence, when wo wish to ' measure' the value ol
a particular thing we do not approaoh or test
It with money, as we weigh a pile of coal on
Jcalos or moasuro a eord ot wood with a rod.

not Intelligent In regard to It our-
selves, we employ some one who has that spe-
cial knowledge In short wben we wish to' measure' the value of a thing we always use
our judgment; we compare It with anotherthing, or perhaps with several other things,
nnd we use money and money terms to faeDI-ta- to

thiB comparison and to make a statement
of it which will be readily understood by thoporson with whom we contemplate dealing'

Yos." I said, these things maybe so. But Idoes not the use ot gold tend to Induce men to Isell things at their true value?"
To this the silver man replied: "Have not Imen'takon advantage of one another just as ft

much Bloae we resumed specie payments as ftthey did when we usod greenbacks ? Froude Itells us of pirates who ' plundered both friend
and foe with great Impartiality. In like man-
ner, those who sell things for more than they
are worth are perfectly Impartial as to tho
kind of money whioh is employed to accom-
plish tholr benevolent purpose

" Twonty years ago I first seriously began
to study the mono)' quostton, I then heard a
sohoolmaster.who has a great reputation as 'afinancial authority,' lecture on Money. He saldi
The gold dollar Is a fixed measure of value

because the sight of it exorts a mysterious In-
fluence upon tho human mind, when a man
who hns anything to sbll gets sight of gold, he
Immediately becomos so anxious to get It that
he puta tho price of his goods down to their
true value. This mysterious influence makes
gold a Axed measure of value" I had then never carefully studied finance
and was conscious of my lgnoranoe. Still, I
felt cnnildont that this 'profossor ot political
economy' did not understand his subjeot It
at onoe occur rod to me that it would be a very
exhilarating spectacle to havo a millionaire
ear to his son, a young man with a veal-lik- e

mind : Here aro one hundred thousand gold
dollars. They are fixed and honost measures
ot value Put them Into bage Get some por-
ters to help you take thorn down to Wall
street and then open the bags bo that the
dealers there can see what youhave got The
sight of these gold oplns will make them all
honest They will Immediately put the pilot
ot securities down to tholr true value, and this
fnot will onablo you to invest the money with
groat contldouce.'

"If gold coins were. In reality, always flxjd
and honest measures of value, no one who
used them would pay moro for his purchasos
than they wero actually worth: no one noed be
cheated as persons now constantly are. and a
multitude of tho tricks ot trado would atone
disappear, because it would bo Impossible to
practise thorn upon those who had taken the
wlso precaution to provide themselves wltB
honest measures of valuo. Prudent men
would then coaso to be annorod and swindled
by exorbitant charges and foes of various
kinde They could "Implr Pfoduoe tnslr
honest measures of value gold and
thus et onoe confound their would-b- e op.
pressors by an exhibition of the truevalua of M

'Chi sirvjoes thor had roslTd. PaWng em- -
would then be perfectlyployees

simple. 'X handful of gold ooTns would onoe
rrTVnri the tnslr labor,"
"then told the "sifvirman that .hls.tatemtnts

were widely different from wnat I had though I
t,"AI.'"!,p?.l'0'h. Jocosely, "different from
what you Imd thought Would It notbe more
correct to say. iiiiiuir'"-'"H "'" "
accented without tliouglitf

I reminded Hi" sllvor man hat what he
si differed from thr. teachings ot that

Intilliviual man. r,l,er.'1,lovl'"',i'n-- l"On!" lm I shall
If you say any more about In-

to loci "ml Clmoliind. I will bet you three wj
apples t hat Cleveland has noverthought of this
matter throo mlmitos.

" If you overdli.' underthe varnish over this
eubioct jou will find that tho phrase 'Gold
coins orollxediind honost moaturos of value
oonoeals a trick which, ns Abraham Lincoln
would say, nleasos those who are Pleated by
It I shall hereafter show you that It has been
used ub n devlco to help carry out the most
colossal thelt the world Ims ever seen."

But it tires mo to write, and I must now olot
tbisjetter. Ax OuJUam-lb- i


